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itting down with Brad Slaughter and lim Graham, | knew | was

beginning an interview unlike any I'd conducted betore. It isn't

often, atter all, that a person speaks with members of an ancient

order.
‘~|;11_:.'|1t.'r serves as potentate, and Graham as secretary, for the
Biloxi chapter of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the

Muystic Shrine. That's quite a mouthtul to say (and type). Maybe readers are
r a bell? Well,

more familiar with the acronym: A A O.N.M.S. 5tll not ringing

surely you know the nickname of Slaughter and Graham's group the Shriners

Slaughter’s involvement with the Shnners dates back to 1997, His interest was
piqued by the group’'s amusing, iconic images: clowns, parades, and ot course

odd-looking hats. “That's what induced me to come to the shnne. And | have

not been disappointed at all,” said Slaughter
Fun and merriment were the motivating factors behind the Shriners” origin.
Back in 1870, an unlikely collaboration between two Freemasons an M.D. and

a stage actor spurred the group’s existence. The two members longed for a

fraternity within the Masons focused on fellowship and fun

The group’s popularity boomed. Today Slaughter reports about “411,(044)
Shriners in the United States, Mexico, and Canada.” Scattered throusshout the
continent are 192 Shrine temples, including Biloxi’s own Joppa Shrine Center
Established in 1977, the Joppa center caters to most Missis sippian Shriners in

Hattiesburg, and points south
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